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SYNOPSIS

It’s summertime! The Bouderbalas arrive early 
at the beach, seated close to the water in the 

front row, and enjoy a leisurely day. But 
nothing will happen as planned.





DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY AND FILMOGRAPHY

Merzak Allouache est né en Algérie en 1944. Il étudie la 
réalisation à Alger à l’Institut National du Cinéma puis à l’IDHEC à 
Paris. En 1976, il réalise son premier long métrage “Omar Gatlato”. 

Depuis, il tourne des films en France et en Algérie ; des films qui sont 
fréquemment sélectionnés par les festivals internationaux les plus 

prestigieux tels que le festival de Cannes, la Mostra de Venise, le festival 
de Toronto ou encore la Berlinale.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

In my films, I continue to meticulously observe Algerian society 
as it is, in its evolution and contradictions, with tenderness and 

sometimes humor, but without ever watering down reality, 
however harsh it may be.

Since “Omar Gatlato,” my first film shot in a working-class district 
of Algiers, most of my films have been in realist cinema, whose 

aesthetics and commitment have been acclaimed throughout my 
career. My most recent productions, made in Algeria, also deal 

with this complex social and political reality: the almost general 
malaise of life, the lack of prospects, the entrenchment of 

political Islamism, the exile of young people at all costs, and the 
omnipresent violence in the country. With “Première ligne,” I’m 
pursuing this naturalistic narrative line while returning to the 

comedy of manners, a genre I’m very fond of and neglected for 
several years.

It all started with a short post on a social network. In it, a lady 
complained about the misadventure she had just experienced on 
a paying beach near Algiers. She and her family had set up in the 

“front line” to enjoy a breathtaking sea view, but the beach-goers 
had decided to upset their plan. “Front line”. The expression, of 

which I was unaware, had been coined. It became the starting 
point for my screenplay.



At the time, in 2022, I wanted to get away from the current 
events plagued by the terrible COVID pandemic, and as 

I wrote, I noticed that many memories were returning to me. 
I saw again the beaches and their particular atmosphere, the 
crowds, the noise, the little incivilities, the meals prepared 
by the women, the arguments and the laughs, the burkinis, 

the flirting. With the stage set for the comedy, my 
imagination conjured up a series of colorful, whimsical, and 
sometimes moving characters. As I wrote, I rediscovered the 

Mediterranean glibness I love and the casualness that 
conceals the malaise of a population disappointed and 

overwhelmed by the end of the significant Hirak protests. 
By working on the psychology and behavior of the characters 

and developing the tense relationships between them, 
I wanted to shed light on this inward-looking society, which 
is bearing the full brunt of the economic and political crisis. 

But I also wanted to tell the story of its spirit of 
resourcefulness and the strength of the social ties that 

enable it to resist.
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