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SYNOPSIS

The Felpetos have managed a clandestine lottery
business for decades. The family enterprise operates in
a small housing development. Maribel leads a crew of
clerks who log the bets from her living room. Alejandra,
her mother, lives in an identicalhouse just a few meters
away, which serves as the administrative office.
Some lotto bankers have been raided lately, and the
atmosphere in the neighborhood has become strage
since. There has been talk about police dismissals and
big-money movements. Nobody can tell what is true from
the rumors or the news on TV.

Maribel Felpeto




The Lottery team at Maribel’s living room
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The quiniela, as the clandestine lottery is known in Argentina, has
been part of the national imaginary since its beginnings. Banned
and legalized several times throughout the [9th century, it was
finally nationalized as the National Charity Lottery in 1895.

Very quickly, the same Congress that debated extensively the

contradictions of using betting money for charitable purposes
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Its fanaticism reached even th el.ltes It is said that in one of the
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o limits of a large part of the working class in the conurbano b
‘naerense. The certainty, as a famous Argentine trade unionis \

ting environment. They worked from ten o’clock at night, when
the last prize was drawn. My mother would upload the data and
the software would search for matches and calculate the pri-
zes. A police car would pass by the door every hour and sound
the sirens as if to say: ‘everything is in order’. Every now and
then - usually when there were new appointments in the Bue-
nos Aires police - raids were carried out and a few people were
arrested. At Least until the bankers in the area came to an agree-
ment and settled their “position”, which is the fee they pay to
the district police station for each person raising bets on the
street.

In more than one sense, the quiniela, with its Neapolitan ori-
gins, its family organization and its metaphysics of dreams,
seems like the abstract representation of the aspirations anc

used'to say, and as the sons of good families know very well, /

that fortune is not made by working. "\‘
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=, b R Popular phrase
| ‘I come from a vertiginous count:rly‘; Where ¢ c"( Is @ major part of reality.”
- ' _ ;AR Jorge Luis Borges, La loteria de Babilonia
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